a20KSNJ 27

WSYSYOSNARY 3

5N +F al yiaKIl adzi

M H

Wdziré @ @ $o Mzl NB =

. A2

K dz
H



550SY0SNI HAHO

I 2YLAt SR o6& L/aw .
5N w2fA al (Kdz
5N ! y{AdlF YFN

SN aANHzy It AyA |
adloy b YA  YdzYl NXR
adad {dzol aKAYA
I 2@0SN) t K22 ONB
5N {FyRKe&l YIY




[ SF RSNAKA LI

NI £ &l yiKI afaidnNB ol ¥el RS / Kt SWHISINE 290 RFO& KIS2 Y
dzYly wSaSt BODKwoO LFARY wHnun (2 HIKSRI X NY S RA &l KS
NESNI® | SN 23a20AF0A2y 6AOK (GKS LYRALFLY [ 2dzyO
Ol RERQK I &REESY SR dzy RSNJ 1KS ¢KEBSRG1EE NPKS § OK 8z
LlJdzieé 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNIf |yR / KAST 2F GKS 5A DA
. A2SOKAOAZ FYR 5AQ0AaA2Yy ¥R 64 NKBDRJzZOKAE NE SIZS |
LyadAaddziS 2F LorYHAMKIS WA NEYSHFR2 dioyi SR2H\SHRNA y 3
LISNB2FA G EdGRAGASE 2F | INBI G B OR SYWANEG K deYR WA YOAS:

w OO — O
w U

5NJ adzii KdABYy WYRIQ&dziA2ya (2 L/aw 6SNB SEGSy&aAr@sSs
NE&ASFNDK | ONRPada RAOGSNES R2YIFIAyaz FNRY TFdzy Rl
. A20KSYA&AGUNRS |FYyR tKeaaztz3ae (2 a&alLISOALfAISR
aSRAMSWSHIAOa | YRERYDESZHSARBRDNRISNAL . A2YSRNVR f wS
L/ awkK2NI ¢SNY {GdzZRSY (& KA LZALKNE FNdzLY1 32 NIISAERNA Y I KNE
Ydzft GAOSY¥T SG2 NOS &/iSyRESNA I B 06 B0 SNWSACAH I FEMNIESSR
SYadoiNgBIY O2NLI2 NI GA2Y AT FENRENONKB2 YYMYRDT £ ¢ NR I §
FYR O2y( iNAROdzi SRS OBRDR R QAN 8 SR P 2

Ly Y& SINIeé RIFeéea Ia I wSaSkNODK hFFAOSNI Fd L/ :
adzi Kdza s WWRESE OSA PGSR Ayl f Haizb RISy 6YSSHyLIAR2INE K 2 HiaT 3t A y 3
NEBALRYaAOATf AGASEAY KSNJ LINE YLIY RISCRESMERAE MR A Yy 3 X
V20S o 2NMG BRI BL AV AKAKSENI T2N G NR2dza yFGA2y |
LINE GARSR AyaadakKaa Aydz2z GKS NAOK KAaAG2NE 27F N
1y26ft SRAS2PYRA SNE a2F adzoa2SO0Gad { KB yRlF XSIf LEFIdZE &
{KS gl a RSSLX @& LI aairzyliS | bg&BArAdMN2YIAAOF fa LISy
LI NI A OA LN G§SRKdzy RRRMNGE BFX Yy NBEEBI NOK S B8 @a (il ONR ¢
NBOANBRSyQ2 Yy GLkNdz88 KBNI LI 3aA2ySKFYS SIWKSH A NS I 2R
AKS LXFeSR I @GAGEFEE NRES Ay RNIFOGAY3I ¢KS . A2YS

2y OUKE Sly/iaNn t 9GKAO&a [/ 2YYAUGSS 2y 1dzvYly wSaSlh
I KFANLISNBE2Y 2F (KS BEKRKDODKa IURAER2 NK S/ REWEG @ 88 S
JdzA RSt Ay Sa a 6Sftf a4 ASOSNIt G22ft&a Ay NBaSI NJ

(0]



LIAG20GFt Ay GKS NBGAaAA2Y 2F GKS ylLOaA2ylL X SGKAO
add2 YYAQ ff | a LIEzBER A AONB/R daf &l |FKISANZRYS €S
gSyid tAyYyS PRBFE P DA 2 SENIKSMT © 5 dzNA vy 3
gla ftaz2 3 RSOSt2LIYSyid 27 NBHUIRYIR
2y GKS alyYS RmemvmdpSilB/SEwy HMMSIKAOa ! YAl 2NHIY
F2NJ 90 KA Ol 2 DAzZARSS ABdzy i NE | YR gl aaiel SKae RERE
LY HamdpE GKS&S JFdzA RSt AySa o6SOIYS f 8 ENRPWEEKO A YR
bS¢ 5NUzZA& | YWRAZZEBWPTO IS NONRB Sy if Saa STFF2NIa O
I OOSLIil yOS 2F GKSaS 3FdzARStAySa

LY HamcX (KS L/aw .A2S0KAO& 'yAld o6SOIYS |y Ayl
YydzZYSNRdzda yYS6SNI AYAGALFGADBSES Ay OfdzZRAYy3a SELISNI
GKS RS@St2LIVSyild 2F SahkSHIlNB OSHRIEDUA BY AT MWV dRdziii 2 2
GKS L/aw /2YY2Yy C2NXa F2N) 94G4KAO&A /2YYAUlGSS w
DdzZA RSt AySa F2NJ . A2YSRAOIfT IyR 1 SIFftGK wS&aSIF NI
| 2yaSyadza DAZARSEAYS 2y WE5ER0 ® 2din H X SYNIIBNS1A /davO
I 2YY2Yy 90 KFNOdf WSS EHENDOK YR 9GKAOIE DdAzA RSt Ay S
LYyiSttAaSyO0S Ay . A2YSRMmGLof WKESSERIBKAWYRNESHK Al
'YyAG sl a RSaA3ayFGSR +Fa | 21 h [/ 2f . IA22YN\QIRARNT / S
| S w8 &SEYWRKA FSIG 61 a 2y KENLREBEA Y Sy OSNH KALS 12y
5dzNA y 3 (Kds LI2YRRYA O AK®pOKkE ENBRI GKOSGKRDEAR/ 2Y
O2y iNRoOdzGAY 3 (2 (GKS a¢ATFTi RSOSt2LIVYSyd 2F bl GaA
wSaSEFNODK Ay PTLINAE wHnanunan YFE1AY3 LYREIGAZNIYE &TdzA
R20dzySyid Ay | aK2NI (AYS SHNINFS @ 9KAFDEE dayh ywn =
wSaSeé NOKW/ Igwd NBO2y ailiAiddziSR dzyi RARY XE NI & I WBIF A §
Fff ROAATEIRINE NINGES 0 A RS ¥ S SNIEE AddAR | YRSNI KSNER@Y ! Y.
GKAA O2YYAGGHSS SyadzNBR NP dzoisl & NB WA RAMGRANES & LIA G S

(0p))
(0p))
;¢
M
ax
(Vo))

g
f A g2BR

= &

5NJ +Fal yiKlI adziKdza gl Yédad fSFRSNBEKALE RSRAOI (A :
Lddz( G A y 3T 285 ¥ N2 yi K 32y#RSa X A1KS RIBGISTE NODK SGKA Q& @ ¢ K
gAtf O2yliAydzS G2 GKNAGS 2y (KS F2dzyRFdA2y £ A
AYFEdzSYOSR Ylye YR gAff NBYFAY FfADBS Ay 2dzNJ
f SRS SLIY @ YAaaSRY FyR Fff SFF2NIlia oMKS 6S Y
gAff OSSREYAYHENIA2GKSNI 2F . A2SGKAO& Ay LYRALI €

5N w2f A al GF
I YR
et {GFFF G L/ aw




L/ aw

. M 2050 KA

-

AOCD

ol

&

9GKAOIt DdARStAYySa
2y ldz¥ly {dz2S8S0iay
aSRAOIE wSasSIkNDKZ b

9GKAOI €
AY 1 dzYly

3 deA2RYSSE RMYCH 3
t I NI AOA LN

bl GA2y Lt 9GKAOI ¢
.A2YSRAOFE yR |
KdzYty LI NIGAOALIY

bldiA2ylf 9GKAOIt Ddfl I FyR6221 2y bliA2y||L/aw wWwSEBNEYAGA
NBaSH NOKOKMAYIZRNBAAY AL /|| F2NJ . A2YSRAOLF Fy|| ¢SN¥ya ! aSR Ay [
Ly@2t @Ay 3 1dzYkty tFN| ¢eNBFraYSyd FyR t
/' NB i 9yR 27

DR324 0]

=

blrGA2ylf DdzA RSt AYS
wS@ASsAY3I . A2YSRAO
S5dzNAY Imdh 2GARSYA O

L/aw /2yaSyadsa DdAR||L/aw /2yaSyadsa
PGGSYLIE wSadzaOAGrGA] | W52 b20 1UUGSYLI
aSRAOLE wSasShNDKo w brat aSR W LyRA
5hLY mMndnmnokA2YN®PL MA®nmMne RN DPAY N

T Biomedical Echics

" Perspectives

in the Indian Context

il 1

Ff 90GdKAOa
FyNiHSEH] +2f

Q)¢



hoAdudz

NE

e

e | Mot 8 Yok W (Caradath V0001 N 2 Age S 2205

OBITUARY
Dr Vasantha Muthuswamy: (12 July, 1948 - 21 February, 2023)

ROLI MATHUR

It was the year 2001, and on
joining the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), |
was posted directly under Dr
Vasantha  Muthuswamy,
Senior Deputy Director
General and Head, Division
of Basic Medical Sciences
(BMS). She offered me a seat
in her own office and a place
in her heart, and this was the
beginning of the most
extraordinary and  warm
relationship  with  the
outstanding human being
she was. | watched her
closely, in awe, day by day discovering more about her. She
was kind, loving and thoughtful like a mother. With her
billiant mind and fluency in several languages, | also found
her super interactive and loads of fun. Time would fly when
she spoke, there would never be a dull moment and one
could admire her unique style and ability to analyse
complexities and present them in a manner for anyone to
understand. Her command and grasp of the subjects dealt
with in the BMS Division was enormous, her arguments
absolutely wonderful, and she so loved to talk.| observed that
she remained unbiased, fair, and fearless despite the undue
pressures common at her level. She seemed to know
automatically what was right, and | found myself taking
mental notes on her amazing persona.

She respected one and all equally, with no preference
according to status or rank, and was very approachable. No
wonder people entered her room freely, coming for personal,
professional, and financial advice or help, and she obliged
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them all. She loved her
office — her room always
bursting with energy, full
of people, and phone
constantly ~ ringing; she
would happily always say

flooded with piles of files
as she was a member of
dozens of committees,
never hesitating to travel
at the shortest notice, and
delivering  innumerable
lectures. Her Division was
like her family, and the
internal meetings went on till late in the evenings, as she
enjoyed chatting about the day's proceedings or planning
things to be taken up next. Her portfolio included basic
sciences and her main interests revolved around Drug
development, Traditional Medicine, Reproductive Health
and Nutrition, Genetics, Genomics and Biomedical Ethics
(human and animal experimentation) and Short Term
Studentship Program for Undergraduate medical students.
She contributed to a number of guidelines, policies and
reports, such as the National Guidelines for Stem Cell
Research, Guidelines for Care and Use of Animals in
Scientific Research, Guidelines on Animal Experimentation
by the Committee for Control and Supervision of
Experiments on Animals, Guidelines for the Safety
Assessment of Foods Derived from Genetically Engineered
Plants, the Guidelines for Good Clinical Laboratory Practices,
Guidelines for Accreditation, Supervision and Regulation of
ART [Assisted Reproductive Technology] Clinics, the Report
of the Dr Ranjit Roy Chaudhury Committee and many other
such instruments. Under her guidance, | spent many happy
and productive years in ICMR, and during this time, she
made sure that each scientist in the Division as well as from
several other institutions across the country received a
formal training in bioethics.

She was a Founder member of the Forum for Ethical Review
Committees in the Asian and Westem Pacific Region
(FERCAP) in 2000 and of Strategic Initiative for Developing
Capacity in Ethical Review (SIDCER), and President of the
Forum for Ethics Review Committees in India (FERCI). She
remained a member of the Steering Committee of FERCAP
for many more years. She was part of several international
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Iing the development of guidelines, reports,
¥ a variety of topics pertaining to ethics, and
#d with the World Health Organization, United
flenal, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Joint
{Programme on HIV/AIDS, the Nuffield Coundil,
Neglected Diseases Initiative, National Institutes.
many others She made friends sasily and had
network with associatiens from across the

ftirement in 2008 seemed to be too early, as
Iy and energetic as any youngster, putting In
fery day. Her visits to IEMR gradually became
he moved to Chennal and then ta Caimbatare
{d-19 pandemic, to join her family in Mumbai
|Division, she was responsible for mare than 18
ut once retired, she decided to facus mainly on
12010 and 2014, she closely helpad ICMR in the
{The Biomedical and Health Research Regutation
fo set up a mechanism for regulation of
{earch in India. Though the Bill could not be
javed the way to incorporation of relevant
Vew Drugs and Clinical Trial Rules, 2019, with the
| new Chapter I which required ethics
{ register on the Naitik portal. Her happiness
{ds when the ICMR Ethical Guidelines became
| for every biomedical research study in India
Bal Ethics Committee Fegistry for Biomedical
Search was set up on the Naitik Portal at the
{Health Research. Her dedicated efforts and far
@made this possibie.

the direction of the Director General, ICMR, it
B revise the ICMR National Ethical Guidelines
ppointed as Chairperson of the Ethics Advisory
\guide this revision. She had vast experience
e revisions in the year 2000 and 2006 and she
 focess comprehensive by appainting sub

Commitiees which extensively warked on various sections of
the guidelines. Meanwhile, in 2016, the ICMR Bioethics Unit
was set up as an independent unit in Bangaluru, and activities
in ethics received an enarmous boost. It was decided that all
activities undertaken by it would be under her leadership,
which she happily accepted. In a matter of two years, this
extensive work on revision of the guidelines was completed.
She devoted many hours 1o review. line by line, each section of
the Mational Guidelines to achieve perfection. The document
was released In October 2017 and as it tums out this
document was found o be extensive, of robust quality, and
was alebally (11 she also
to an ethics guidelines for research involving children which
was also released on the same day. Following the release, she
joined the varous dissemination meetings that were
conducted across the country feaching out to more than 8000
persons to sensitise them about the newly released ICMR
National Ethical Guidelines.

She further guided the creation of several tools and
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Instruments focussing o ethics committee functioning,
such as the creation of the “Common Forms for Ethies
Committee Revlews” and “The Handbook on ICMR Ethical
Guidelines” During this time, she contributed to the
development of an online course for ethics committee
members being coordinated by ICMR-Mational Institute of
Epidemiology.and it was a unique model to bulld capacity in
ethics review in India. Dr Vasantha was also member of the
committee to develop End-of-Life Care definitions, and the
MR Consensus  Guidelines on “Do  Not  Attempt
Resuscitation” Her command of ethics, helped India root
itself firmly in bioethics and set a benchmark for the rest of
the world.

She wanted ICMR to also come up with a *Reference book on
Fiesearch Ethics” as there is an acute paucity of writings from
an Indian standpoint on research ethics. She was
determined 10 publish a book 1o Cover a vaniety of topics 1o
help researchers and ethics committess. There were
numerous meetings of the Editorial group to finalise the
topics, speakers, peer review processes being a new type of
ek, However, the work got delayed due to the pandemic
Despite challenges. the book could be finalised and released
on April 7, 2022 [2]. She was happy as this was a dream come
true, something that she had always wanted to do.

When Covid-19 struck, ICMR came under enormous pressure
o undertake research and deliver, and time was of the
sssence. Under Or Vasantha's chalmmanship, ICMR came up
with the National Guidelines for Ethics Commimees
Reviewing Research during Covid-19 and India was amang
the first few countries to prepare a guidance as early as April
2020, soon after the pandemic struck [3]. She was excited
and happy, like a child, when she saw the number of
downloads of the guidelines across the world. During this
period, ICMR undertook extensive research related to
ics, basic sciences, di sock
science and surveillance. The Central Ethics Committee on
Human Research was called to action to undertake ethics
views ty for the very large multicentric research
smmes belng coordinated by the ICMR Headquarters. The
was under her to
undertake robust reviews in a time bound manner. This
involved huge time commitments and in the position of
Chairperson her work load was enormous. She totally
dedicated herself to the need of the hour, facilitated time
bound reviews, whether full committee meetings, expedited
reviews, or exemptions from reviews, warking day and night,
including on weekends and odd hours, to help ICMR achieve
its goal. She encouraged scientific research requiring several
rounds of revisions, If the protocols happened to be sketchy
and always remained open to all perspectives. The
multidisciplinary committee set an exemplary precedent of
quality and timeliness that would be hard to follow, since her
clear mind and thought processes never gave In to pressure
and ensured decision making was methodical.

Her disease came as a huge setback, however despite being
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under treatment, she continued to work. She surprised us,as  est in Etemal Peace, Dr Muthuswamy, you will be dearly

she continued to attend online webinars — many of which  missed,

being Intemational, happened at odd hours of day and night 0

— but she remained a keen learner, always hungry for more Indian Cauncil of Medical Research. National Ethical Guidelines for

knowdedge. Her qualities never falled to impeess anyone who Biomedical and Healih Research Invobing Human Parficipants.
7 [Ced 2023 5] D\v'llllnle from:  htpe//

came in contact with her. She has showered lave on and o o Wty e Wy

quided the lives of hundreds, and was always easy to reach, {EMR,Ethical_Gusdelines, 2017 pdf
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thoughts and untiring attitude made her very special. Losing Cormplemertacytaon
her, we have lost a wonderful human being who was as 3 indian Councl of Medical Research. National Guidelines for Ethics
lovable as a mother, and sharp and insightful as a guide. She Commitioes Revipwing Biomadics & Healh Rrssssch. Cusing

was a true ethicist in every sense, unblased, true to herself and e ey 51 bl o
0 the nation. | have been very privileged and honoured 10 pd
have been closely connectsd with her, “The Mother of

Bloethics in India®
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She made great strides in furthering the
development of all disciplines under BMS such as
stem cell rescarch, genomics, drug development,
adverse drug reactions, clinical pharmacology,
bio-informatics, traditional systems of medicine,
and hacmoglobinopathics. Under her leadership, the
division of BMS even set up a Medical Innovation
Fund. She took care of the administrative and scienti
interests of the Institutes at the ICMR Headquarters,
namely the National Institute of Pathology, National

initially as 2 member and later as the Chairperson of the
Ceatral Ethics Committee on Human Rescarch of the
ICMR and of the Scientific Advisory Commitice of
the division of BMS. Recalling his association with
her, he said. She provided unpurallel support 1o the
committee throughout her professional carcer carlier
(in 2000 and 2006) as an anchor and later (in 2017) as
Chair of the Ethics Advisory Group. She iniliated the
program for capacity building in biomedical ethics in
the country which she passionately followed even after
foulis 2 .

Institute of and the Regional
Medical Rescarch Centre, Belgaurn, which she

and the Centre at Belgaum was finally cstal
2006 as an Institutc (now renamed as the
Institute of Traditional Medicine). She was aly
supportive and helpful to them. She positivel
their cach issuc based on sound logic. pushing
judgemental opinions, steering clear of emol
biascs.

Dr Muthuswamy gol unwavering
encouragement and guidance from Prof N K
DG-ICMR (1998-2007). He remembers her as
who not only framed the ICMR's cthical g
but also she lived them. ‘She was a pers
conviction. Even when she was sick, she disché
respansibilities conscientiously, never acknoy
defeat. She was a collcague whom you ca
completcly. She shared her knowledge with
attached. Her life was very unassuming and
had a very positive attitude. Her death is a hug
the Nation'.

Judiciously utilizing the opportuniti
the WHO-Fellowships provided for traini
got a critical mass of people also from th
Headguarters trained in biocthics al some of
institutions. Her efforts paved the way for th
up of an ICMR Bioethics Unit. It has blossom
a part of the Global Network of WHO Calla
Centres for Strengthening Ethics - the first
the WHO South-East Asia Region. Even
superannuation, the ICMR Bioethics Unit mi
a close association with her till her last day
the recent SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, Vasanth
formulate national guidelines for ethics cot
to review COVID-19 research. She guided of
a large number of workshops for their dissc
acrass the country.

Prof PN. Tandon, former Head, Neurost
AIIMS, worked with Vasantha for more than
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Obituary

Vasantha Muthuswamy (1948-2023)

Vasantha Muthuswamy, the best-known face
of bioethics in India, died on 21 February 2023 in
Mumbai, surrounded by the family she loved. She was
74,

Dr Vasantha was almost legendary among
biocthicists. She was respected for her wisdom and
vast knowledge. She was a pioncer and intellectual
leader in bioethics, she put India on its global map.

In recognition of her contributions to the
development of bioethics in India, Vasantha was
conferred Lifetime Achievement Awards by the Indian
Journal of Medical Ethics, Indian Society for Clinical
Research, Centre for Ethics, Yenepoya University and
The Forum for Ethical Review Committees in the
Asian and Western Pacific Region (FERCAP). She was

sought-afier speaker in confe and had delivered
innumerable talks, orations and keynote addresses on
bioethics and allied areas in national and international
meetings.

We had a long and close association with her
spanning several decades, and known her both as a
colleague and a mentor. We will miss her dearly. We
celebrate not only the years in her life but also the life
in those years.

Vasantha started her career at the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) Headquarters, New Delhi,
in July 1983, when she joined as Senior Research
Officer in the Division of Basic Medical Sciences
(BMS). She would spend the next 25 yr in the Division
moving through ranks to become Semior Deputy
Director General. She led the Division of BMS as its
Chief for 18 yr before superannuating in 2008.

The turning point of her professional life was in
1997 when she went on a WHO-Fellowship to the
Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown University,
Washington DC. Upon retum, Vasantha played a
key role under the guidance of Hon'ble Justice M.N.
Venkatachaliah in preparing the revised ‘Ethical
Guidelines for Biomedical Research on Human
Subjects” released in 2000. She saw these guidelines
as living documents and had revised them from time
to time in light of the new developments in the field of
science and technology. The next revision was released
in 2006. Although she had superannuated from the
ICMR, her expertise was utilized by roping her in as
Chair of the Ethics Advisory Group to guide the 3*
revision, which took the avatar of the National Ethical
Guidelines for Biomedical and Health Research
imvolving Human Participants, 2017.

102023 Indian Journal of Medical Research, published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknsow for Director-General, Indian Council of Medical Research
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g in sports (a badminton
nd extracurricular activities.

Vasantha obtamed her MBBS degree and
in Gynaccalogy and Obstetrics from R G Kar
Collcge, Caleutta, and did MD in 1979 from
tte of Obstetrics and Gynaccology, Madras.
er completion of MBES, she successfully
for the coveted ICMR National Talent Search
p (1975-1979). So strong was her
jent to the ICMR that except for a brief period
ree and a half years) when she moved to be
husband, Prof M. Muthuswarny, who taught
Science and Constitutional Law at the Lal
Shastri National Academy of Administration
ervices training institute on public policy and
ation in Mussorie, she devoted her entire
nal life of over four decades working with the

ptha was predeceased, in August 2013 by her
Shri M. Muthuswamy whom she marricd in

is survived by her son Mahesh, two sisters
ther.

+

yiKIE

a dz(i Kmlza ¥ &
by W2dNYFE 2F

i YLJAYKkK22dzNY | f & Pf 66

nK G al yviKl wYdziKdzAgl

| atl
LYRA
HHpXaCRDBHAHOD p
[ AK
HAn

and this also spilled into her day-to-day dealing with
people. Some af us were very hesitant ta call her during
her illness as she would talk herself into cxhaustion.
Vasantha exercised restraint and did no harm. She
strived to make things better for everyone. She shunned
behaviour that violated another person’s rights. She

vasantha's death, our country has lost a great
biocthicist. That loss, thankfully, is not absolute. The
legacy of Dr Vasantha Muthuswamy will continue to
influence Indian science and medicine. We owe her a
debt of gratitude in propelling the teaching, tra
and practice of bioethics in India to the next level.

Acknowledgment: We are grateful o many of Dr Vasantha

was fair in giving others their ducs. She understood
well the difference between “what you have a right
1o do and which is right to do’. Her motherly attitude
touched lives of innumerable persons and she treated
people with love and affection. She was gracious
and compassionate. In some regions, affectionately
called Akka (Kannada word for elder sister), she was
a warm and very caring human being who went out
of the way to help people. Truc to her name, Vasantha
(Sanskrit word for the spring seasan) brought new lfe,
cheer and happiness in peoples’ lives. In her death,
people gricved as if had lost a family member.
‘Vasantha was the eldest of the five children that Shri
R Shrimati Tirupura i had. She
studied at St Raphacl’s Girls Higher Sccondary School
in Madras (now known as Chennai) and always stood

s o' o have gencrously shared theis
recollections sbout her (Anim Shards, Bela Shak, Dipiks Mokanty,
G $ Sandhu, Mukesh Kumar, Nandoi Kumar, R Ravi, Sanjiva
Kholkute, Sinita Saxena and many others).
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Balu Gopal Great loss ma'am, Vasantha ma'am always looked happy and always had given a personal
touch in all communications made evernferactionswere minimal Anyway..this has put an end to the
ongoing pain she was going through. May her soul rest in peace.
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Madhur Gupta It's a huge lossCondolences.
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Neena Valecha So sad to learn about Dr. Vasantha. | still remember her passion for ethics
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Pooja Sharma; | heard some news about Dr Vasantha. Is it true that she is no more with us. My heartfelt
condolences to you. | know she was a strong mentor. She had the cutest smile. We will all miss her. Om
Shanti.

PN Tandon it is a matter of great personal grief for me to learn about the sad demise of Dr. Vasantha
Muthuswamy with whom | hathe privilege to work together for more than a decade first as a member
and later as a chairman afie Central Ethics Committee on Human Research at ICMR. She provided
unparalleledsupport to the committee throughout her professional career she was an anchor introducing
the ethicalguidelinesfor biomedical research on humasubjectsin 2000 and 2006 and as a valuable
resource for the updated docuemt in 2017 as chairperson of the ethics advisory group. She initiated the
program for capacity building on the subject of biomedical ethics ircthentry which she passionately
followed even #ter her superannuation. The country has lost an outstanding scientist and | personally a
remarkable human being.
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Pratibha Pareiral am blessedo have a longonversatiorwith her. Her voice will always be ringing in
my ears. She will remain with us always.
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Samiran Pandareceived this sad news last night. A great iosteed



(KIffte MSrBHIGKIE G O2yR2ft SyOSao 5NJ xFalydakKl gFa
{KS gAff Ftglrea 0S NBYSYOSNBR F2NJ KSNJ O2y (i NX 6 dzii A 2
f SISt d® hy {KFyGa

{FYyGiKF{1dzYFqNOG! NBaR 2B & ANBIKE FAHBI R 2F o0A2SGKAOEA Ay
O2yGNROdziAz2zya (2 RSOSt2LIAY3I SGKAOIfT 3FdZARSt Ay Sa |yl
0S NBYSYOSNBRI YR KSNJ fS3rde gAft O2¢8&y diSy GIISIAYS

{lry2Adl nYKSt wdeidid3 o06S NBYSYOSNBR F2NJ KSNJ &dzLJLJ2 NI |
AyaltAaddzianzyas LIISNa2Yy fA1S zFalydKFr YFREFEY NB AYY2)

{FOKAY /T6INGPIZNBERY G K AKN 138028 4RI MOADE dNVRSGKAOE Ay
68 KIR INBIG K2y2NJ 2F 2Nl Ay 6AGK KSNI ae O2yR2f

{ KRG Qa I KdAaS fz2aaod {KS gFa | 3INBIG fIFReod
{ KAf LAMmRKIKE¥ING FSt G O2yR2t Sy0Sa YIIYods LI SFasS al g
{2dzvel {oly3NB XKIY (2 (1y20@2NAKONDB2NEYSYOSNBR

SujataSinha- Rest in peace Vasantha Ma'am
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Sunil BabuMay her soul rest in peace
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